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Abstract: Biopic are significant in film making because they educate, inspire, and 

humanize historical figures, celebrating diversity and preserving legacies while 

showcasing talent and reflecting cultural contexts. These films play a crucial role in 

immortalizing the stories of influential individuals, making history more relatable and 

ensuring their impact is remembered for generations to come. Biopic endeavor to 

recreate different moods of the times it represents. Amar Singh Chamkila has long 

been forgotten in Punjab though his music continues to enthrall the audience. This 

research Paper is a sincere effort to discuss in detail the cinematic and thematic 

treatment of Imtiaz Ali directed film “Chamkila”. It is a biopic based on the life and 

deeds of slain Punjabi folk singer Amar Singh Chamkila who was assassinated by 

anonymous elements when he was at the peak of his singing career. Imtiaz Ali and A.R. 

Rehman have combined to make a film on mostly forgotton legendry Punjabi Singer 

Amar Singh Chamkila. 

Keywords:   Film appreciation, Cinematography, Storytelling, Narratives, Thematic 

treatment, Biopic. 

 

Introduction: 

"Chamkila" is a captivating and thought-provoking film that delves into the life 

and legacy of the legendary Punjabi singer and songwriter, Amar Singh Chamkila. 

The movie intricately weaves together elements of music, culture, and history to 

paint a vivid portrait of Chamkila's rise to fame, his impact on the music industry, 

and the controversies that surrounded his career. Set against the backdrop of Punjab 

in the 1980s, "Chamkila" explores not only the musical genius of the iconic artist but 

also delves into the socio-political landscape of the time. Through compelling 
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storytelling and powerful performances, the film sheds light on Chamkila's 

struggles, triumphs, and the complexities of his personal life. As the narrative 

unfolds, viewers are taken on a journey that goes beyond the music, delving into 

themes of identity, artistic expression, and the price of fame. The film skillfully 

captures the essence of Chamkila's music, known for its raw lyrics and bold social 

commentary, while also exploring the man behind the music. With its rich 

cinematography, authentic portrayal of the era, and a stellar cast bringing the 

characters to life, "Chamkila" offers a poignant and immersive cinematic experience 

that celebrates the legacy of one of Punjab's most iconic figures. It is a film that 

resonates with audiences on both an emotional and intellectual level, inviting 

viewers to reflect on the power of music, the complexities of artistry, and the 

enduring impact of a true cultural icon. 

"Chamkila" is a film that dives deep into the life and times of the legendary 

Punjabi singer, Amar Singh Chamkila. This cinematic masterpiece takes the 

audience on a mesmerizing journey through the vibrant music scene of Punjab in the 

1980s. The movie skillfully captures the essence of Chamkila's music, known for its 

bold lyrics and social commentary, while also exploring the man behind the music. 

Through compelling storytelling and powerful performances, "Chamkila" not only 

showcases the musical genius of the iconic artist but also delves into the personal 

struggles and triumphs that defined his career. The film beautifully blends elements 

of culture, history, and music to create a captivating narrative that resonates with 

audiences on multiple levels. With its authentic portrayal of the era, stellar cast, and 

rich cinematography, "Chamkila" offers a poignant and immersive cinematic 

experience that celebrates the enduring legacy of one of Punjab's most iconic 

figures. It is a film that goes beyond just music, exploring themes of identity, artistic 

expression, and the complexities of fame. "Chamkila" is a must-watch for anyone 

looking to be moved by a compelling story that captures the essence of a true 

cultural icon. 

 

Review of Literature: 

Shilajit Mitra writes in The Hindu under the title Diljit Dosanjh gamely anchors 

Imtiaz Ali’s vibrant musical that Ali barrels through the dark sociopolitical 

atmosphere of 80s Punjab, as you’d expect from a filmmaker of his persuasion. 

There is a constant softening of mood and tone, be it through the vivid 2-D 

animation sequences or A.R. Rahman’s pulsing original soundtrack. ‘Ishq Mitaye’ is 

pained but glorious, with its echoing refrain of ‘Main hoon Panjab’, while ‘Naram 

Kaalja’ is a perfectly drawn women’s folk number, lyricist Irshad Kamil having fun 

with the skittish imagery, riffing about “small sickles” and “snakes around thighs”. 

Despite Chamkila’s inflammatory repute, this isn’t a particularly provocative film, 
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mindful of cultural norms in its chosen time.Diljit Dosanjh had played a Chamkila 

surrogate in the Punjabi film Jodi (2023). His vocal prowess comes in handy in Ali’s 

film, which employs live recordings of Chamkila’s original songs. Here, he portrays 

Chamkila as a gentle dreamer, diffident and optimistic. It’s perhaps too sweet-

natured a performance; the charismatic loucheness, and the searing blaze we 

occasionally glimpse in Chamkila’s eyes in old photographs, are weirdly amiss. 

Chopra perseveres in a limited part, and there are few female characters of note in 

the supporting cast: a version of Aditi Rao Hydari’s parasitic journalist 

from Rockstar turns up in this film as well.Samuel John, Anjum Batra and Anurag 

Arora are memorable in smaller roles. Ultimately, this is less a film about Chamkila 

than the lives that gathered around him or were altered by him. As with all great 

artists, he inspired both envy and awe. From rivals to raconteurs to income tax 

agents, everyone had a Chamkila story to tell. Like moths, they flickered briefly in 

his light. 

Renuka Vyavahare writes in The Times of India under the title Diljit Dosanjh Is 

Outstanding In Imtiaz Ali’s Thoughtful & Redemptive Biopic On Slain Punjabi Singer 

that Imtiaz Ali, known for his soul-searching, contemplative stories on love and self 

discovery, steers away from his usual path only to truly find himself again. Through 

Chamkila, he deep dives into a tragedy seeped in moral policing, caste 

discrimination, societal bullying and prejudice.Poignant, provocative and poetic, 

Imtiaz’s vision conjures vivid emotions. At 2 hours, 25 minutes, the film packs in a lot 

and has much to process, given it’s non linear storytelling, genre hopping (docu 

drama-musical-semi investigative) & political insight. Punjab is viewed as a state of 

excess, be it through its extreme love, passion or control. The second half feels a bit 

repetitive but AR Rahman’s music (background) and Diljit’s rustic vocals keep the 

momentum going. The film belongs to the actor-singer as he delivers a career-

defining performance. He brings a perfect blend of humility, frustration and angst to 

his part. While it isn't fair to expect Parineeti to match up to Diljit's singing, she has a 

likeable presence but her acting pales in comparison in crucial scenes.The camera 

work especially in Naram Kalja, where the girls talk straight to the camera, stays with 

you & the one-liners are hilarious. 

Vinayak Yadav writes that Imtiaz Ali's "Chamkila" is a lively biopic that 

celebrates the life and music of the iconic Punjabi singer, Amar Singh Chamkila. 

Known for his rough musicality and teasing lyrics, Chamkila's songs were not only 

provocative but also spoke to the rural class disaffections of Punjab in the 1980s. His 

life was tragically cut short when he was gunned down in 1988, leaving behind a 

legacy that continues to captivate audiences. Ali's film is more a celebration than a 

deep dive into Chamkila's life. It doesn't aim to clear mysteries or exorcise ghosts 
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but rather offers a glimpse into the artist's interiority. Through a series of vibrant 

scenes and musical sequences, the film paints a portrait of Chamkila as a dreamer, 

an optimist, and a man deeply devoted to his art. Diljit Dosanjh shines as Chamkila, 

bringing a gentle charm to the role. His portrayal captures the essence of the singer, 

though some may find it lacking the charismatic loucheness that defined Chamkila in 

real life. Parineeti Chopra, in a limited part as Amarjot, Chamkila's wife and singing 

partner, delivers a sincere performance. 

Anuj Kumar writes in a review published in The Hindu Titled “Caste and 

cinema: The long shadow of Amar Singh Chamkila”Amidst the ongoing debate on 

whether maestro A.R. Rahman and ace director Imtiaz Ali have justified the earthy 

flavour and emotional flux of Amar Singh Chamkila’s music in the upcoming biopic 

of the phenomenal Punjabi singer, the discussion about the role of Chamkila’s 

ethnic identity in shaping his art has resurfaced.History tells us entertainment can 

take strange shapes in times of repression. Chamkila reflected on the poor farm 

workers but seldom talked of the matters of his caste in his songs. He commented 

on Jatt pride and Jatt Ki Dushmani (hostility of Jatt), perhaps to stay afloat in the 

mainstream. A multi-faceted artist who wrote, composed, and sang his songs, 

Chamkila offered a commentary through music on illicit relationships, alcohol, 

dowry, domestic violence, and drug abuse in a feudal society. These themes were 

present under the ribaldry of his popular lyrics. In his popular song ‘Lalkara’, the 

girl accepts the substance addiction of her lover, something that is not permitted by 

religion. In the suggestive ‘Mar Le Hor Try Jija’, the sister-in-law of an aging man is 

pushing him to have a son with her when he says her sister is no longer fertile. Both 

songs capture the dark reality of the feudal society albeit in a harmless, playful 

manner. 

Discussion: 

Chamkila" is a movie that deals with the life and the legacy of the renowned 

Punjabi singer, Amar Singh Chamkila, directed by the famous filmmaker Imtiaz Ali 

and with the Diljit Dosanjh in the leading role. The movie is a historical 

representation of the life of Chamkila who grew up from a poor background to a 

famous Punjabi musician in the 1980s, against the colorful Punjab backdrop. Born in 

the village of Dugri near Ludhiana in 1960, Amar Singh Chamkila became famous 

with his fearless and provocative lyrics, which brought him both praise and 

controversy at the same time. Besides his wife and Amarjot Kaur, Chamkila 

composed music that was liked by the masses, while dealing with social issues and 

portraying the Punjabi culture.  

  

https://www.thehindu.com/entertainment/movies/imtiaz-ali-has-reinvented-himself-with-amar-singh-chamkila-ar-rahman/article68015983.ece
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Diljit Dosanjh, who is famous for his versatility and captivating performances, 

becomes the actor who will portray the enigmatic Chamkila, the singer. Through his 

charming personality and extraordinary talent, Dosanjh is the living image of 

Chamkila, expressing the inner essence of his charisma and the musical intensity. 

Imtiaz Ali is the chief of the project and he is known for his ability to create narratives 

that are emotionally compelling to the audience. Through "Chamkila," Ali goes to a 

new world of Punjabi music and he brings into the light the most famous person in 

the Punjabi music.  

  

Parineeti Chopra's performance as Amarjot, Chamkila's wife and musical 

collaborator, is the same as the one given. Chopra gives Amarjot a depth and a 

complexity that she would not have otherwise, depicting her as a woman who is in 

love with Chamkila but also wants to be known as an artist. Chopra evokes the 

character of Amarjot's strength and bravery, illustrating her as a woman who is not 

willing to be less than her husband's fame. The chemistry between Dosanjh and her 

is so real that it makes their on-screen relationship and the intricacies of their 

marriage believable. Through the film Amarjot is presented with a new image, and 

Chopra's portrayal of Amarjot becomes gradually changed, as she faces the 

difficulties of being famous and the problems it causes to her personal life. Her trip 

is a touching example of the hardships and the give up that are needed to live a life 

in the limelight. Through "Chamkila" the viewers are taken on a journey from the 

best to the worst moments of the singer's life, and thus they get a taste of the Punjab 

culture and are paying tribute to a musical legacy which is still going on. The fact 

that the film is so good and has such a great cast, it celebrates the Chamkila's spirit 

and his unforgettable impact on Punjabi music.  

  

Overview of the Punjabi Music Industry during 80’s: 

 At the time when Amar Singh Chamkila's name was at its peak, the Punjabi music 

industry was also going through a considerable change. The 80s were the time when 

Punjabi music was in a process of innovation and experimentation, the artists started 

to explore new genres and push the limits of the traditional Punjabi folk music.  

During the 1980s, Punjabi music was going through a renewal, with the 

musicians, blending the folk melodies of the past with the modern sounds, to create 

a special fusion which was popular among a large number of people. The 

emergence of cassette tapes and the boom of radio stations which were the main 

media of Punjabi music helped the music to go beyond the regional boundaries and 

reach the people all over the world. Chamkila was the first one to make a mark in 

this musical environment, he was the one who came up with the songs that were bold 

and provocative, and they talked about the topics that were banned like love, 

heartbreak, and social issues. His style which is characterized by the catchy 
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melodies and the infectious rhythms, attracted the audience and thus he got a fan 

base who was passionate about him.  

 

Impact of Chamkila's Music on Society: 

Champakila's music was very significant for the Punjabi society, as it raised 

the issues which were related to the identity, love and social justice of that society. 

His fearlessness in songwriting and his readiness to deal with the controversial 

subjects brought him respect and at the same time, he was criticized. The songs of 

Chamkila, which were mostly about humor and satire, showed how the society was a 

mirror of itself, thus presenting its contradictions and complexities. His capability to 

recreate the mood of his era and his music and thus made him a cultural icon whose 

influence was even beyond the first generation. Chamkila's music came out at a 

critical time in Punjab's history, where he gave a voice to the people who could not 

express themselves and inspired a whole generation of artists to break the barrier of 

creativity and self-expression. 

 

Plot: 

Dhani Ram better known as Amar Singh Chamkila was a seemingly regular 

Punjabi youth like a laborer or a driver, who is still known as the Michael Jackson of 

Punjab today. The musical voyage of Chamkila was as resplendent as it was tragic 

for his life. Chapter starts with a scene of Chamkila's childhood, in which his love for 

music is shown from an early age. Even though his family was against him, his 

singing hobby did not change, and he decided to go on to fulfill his dreams of 

becoming a musician. 

  The process of Chamkila's musical trajectory is filled with both victories and 

problems. They start a band with their wife, Amarjot Kaur, and together they 

become the performers of the people with their electric beats and the bold lyrics. 

Nevertheless, their success is at the cost of the now becoming the politics of the 

Punjabi music industry and the big socio-cultural obstacles of the Punjab. As 

Chamkila's fame is growing to the maximum level, he is now trying to deal with the 

problems of stardom and the demands which the society puts on him. His strange 

lyrics and the fact that he fearlessly writes songs make him both loved and hated, so 

he has many conflicts with conservative elements within Punjabi society. 

  Amidst the turmoil of fame and riches, Chamkila's personal life starts to 

disintegrate. The connection between Chamkila and Amarjot gets tense, because 

they try to find a way to combine their artistic dreams with the issues of marriage 

and family. Chamkila's own demons, including his fight with addiction and self-

destructive tendencies that may eat him up as he faces his inner turmoil and the 

pressures outside. The film climax brings to life Chamkila's tragic life, which 

ultimately ends in his death by unknown attackers. His death creates waves of shock 
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within the Punjabi music industry and leaves an empty space that can never be 

replaced. 

 

Chamkila opens with Amar Singh, a chit of a school-going boy from a Dalit 

family. Curious and gifted, he watches and soaks in all that is happening around him. 

Mostly it's sex. There is talk of sex, the forbidden and incestuous kind. There are 

men and women obsessed with sex in his family and neighbourhood. He encounters 

them in bathrooms, in the kitchen, and even spots them on the terrace.  He puts 

down what he hears and sees in verse from, using the words, accusations and 

expressions he has heard from adults around him. This dirty stuff gets him canned at 

school, but he doesn't stop writing, and draws emotional sustenance from it as he 

grows up and has to work at a soulless job in a garment factory when he'd rather be 

singing. His dreams keep him restless, and after some attempts he becomes an 

apprentice and lyricist to a famous folk singer, Jitender Jinda (after real-life singer 

Surinder Shinda).A fortuitous stage performance one day, where he strums the tumbi 

-- a single-string plucking instrument -- because Jinda is running late, changes the 

course of his life.  

Chamkila collaborates with female singers, first Sonia and then Amarjot 

(Parineeti Chopra), whom he later marries. Together they sing about lust, affairs, 

booze and drugs. Their songs are massive hits, bookings for performances at 

weddings and festivals pour in, bringing money and fame. They are also invited to 

the Gulf and to Canada to perform.Running parallel to the story of fans that can't stop 

listening to Chamkila's naughty songs and of rising record sales is the story of 

jealous singers who can't stand his success and plot to bring him down. There are 

also trigger-happy militants and daunting religious heads that begin to view his 

songs as a corrupting influence that must be stopped. Somewhere in the middle, the 

film dips for a bit. It meanders here and there, spending too much time on Amarjot 

and Chamkila's marriage, and families and to introduce new characters. One 

particular scene, where a journalist interviews him, feels especially artificial. It 

strikes a jarring note in the film which otherwise feels so real and authentic. There 

are better ways of showing a clash between the woke, urbane, feminist world and a 

folk singer it accuses of objectifying women. 

The film recovers from this and proceeds on a different note. As Chamkila 

becomes more famous, he also becomes an easy target.Though his popularity 

amongst young girls and boys, men in rural Punjab continues to rise; he is shunned 

by respectable people and radio stations. But in the privacy of their hostel rooms, 

women put cassettes in tape recorders and dance to his songs because they express 

their desires as well. In Chamkila's lyrical imagination, women are equal 

participants in the game of tease and sex. There are warnings and death threats. At 
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packed events, where Chamkila tries to avoid singing these songs, he is repeatedly 

heckled and told to sing the songs he is famous for. A victim of his own success, he 

submits to his fate with the exhaustion of someone caught between fans who demand 

lewd, salacious songs, but the only target of rage against these songs is him.   

 

Analysis of Key Plot Points and Character Development: 

The film portrays the life of Chamkila, who changes from a struggling artist 

into a cultural icon whose name remains in history even now. His life is full of ups 

and downs, as he faces the challenges of the fame, love, and the artistic integrity, 

while he is travelling inside and outside his country. Amarjot Kaur, Chamkila's wife 

and co-musician, also goes through significant changes in her character, as she 

struggles with her own dreams and desires in the light of her husband's fame. Their 

stormy relationship is a potent symbol of the hardships and adjustments that are 

essential in the quest for life in the limelight. Chamkila is strongest when it is in 

lyrical mode and is telling the story of the folk singer through his songs and 

performances.  Imtiaz Ali celebrates Chamkila's music and life by adding an extra 

zing to it. Words and phrases dance on the screen when Chamkila sings. Graphic 

novel-style animation interjects to break the monotony, and makes scenes throb with 

psychedelic energy. The film has a very talented ensemble of cast and crew, 

including Irshad Kamil who has written the lyrics, and AR Rahman, who has 

composed the music. It is melodious when it needs to be, and energising when 

required. Long after the film is over, Rahman's beats will continue to play in your 

head.    

Imtiaz Ali creates several authentic, overlapping worlds in Chamkila with a 

sharp but light touch.  Shot on location in Punjab, there isn't a single false note in the 

film's setting, mood, except for that one interview scene. In the film's early morning 

scenes, you can feel the chill amidst the fog, and the segregation of men and women 

at functions and events is very nicely shown.  

 

Themes Explored in the Movie: 

Chamkila explores a myriad of themes. Through the song "Chamkila" the 

message is that of the changing of life through music, the life of a star, the complexity 

of love and marriage, and the clash between the old and the new in the Punjabi 

society. The film, which depicts the life of Chamkila, gives the audience a complex 

perspective on the human condition and the struggle for artistic expression in the 

face of the obstacles that life may put in the way. 
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Character Analysis: 

The way Diljit Dosanjh depicted the mysterious Punjabi singer, Amar Singh 

Chamkila, is just breathtaking. The way Dosanjh stole the Chamkila's charisma, 

passion, and complexity, was so effective that it gave depth and authenticity to the 

character. Dosanjh's performance is characterized by his outstanding ability to 

master both the emotional and musical sides of Chamkila's character. He is the 

personification of Chamkila's bigger-than-life stage presence, by using the singer's 

globe-spanning energy and magnetic stage presence with the conviction. 

Diljit Dosanjh's eyes are lively pools of expression and the range of things he 

can convey just with his eyes is exceptional. As a singer, he is of course in his 

element here -- confident and engrossed. But he carries Chamkila's fame with the 

confused smile of someone who can't quite believe what is happening. And later, 

when threats to his music, livelihood and life become routine, Dosanjh doesn't react 

with foot-stomping rage. He lets a shadowy gloominess engulf him. And as it slowly 

darkens every pore of his body and soul, he acquires a wistful expression and 

demeanour.  

His face forgets to smile, his body begins to wilt and his gaze grows distant, as 

if what's happening around him is temporal and pointless because he can see the big 

thing that's coming. Chopra, who plays Amarjot, Chamkila's second wife and singing 

partner, is assured, credible and a calming, grounding foil to his crackling 

personality. Chamkila (played brilliantly by Dosanjh), his wife and co-singer 

Amarjot Kaur (Parineeti Chopra) and two troupe members were gunned down by 

unidentified assailants in Mehsampur, Jalandhar district, 36 years ago. That is where 

the Netflix film begins. It then moves back and forth between the immediate 

aftermath of the singer's daylight murder and the career signposts that see him and 

Amarjot blaze a trail in Punjab's akhada (open-air folk music recital) landscape. 

Scripted by the director with Sajid Ali, Amar Singh Chamkila captures a brief life and 

an eventful career that teetered on a razor's edge and drew strength from the ruffling 

of feathers.The high-spirited music he created and the strains of his tumbi contained 

his message of liberation from societal shackles, a statement of intent that seared 

itself permanently on people's minds and kickstarted an exciting new phase of 

Punjabi pop.The film tracks Chamkila's life and explores his unprecedented 

stardom. Dhani Ram alias Amar Singh was born in the family of a poor alcoholic Dalit 

labourer. The two names that he bore turned out to be prophetic.By the time he was 

17, he earned both riches and immortality. In the next ten years, he toured the 

length and breadth of Punjab with his repertoire of songs. There wasn't a day when 

the sought-after singer was not on the road. 
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Direction and Cinematography: 

The film "Chamkila" shows a wonderful cinematography with the beautiful 

landscapes, bright colors, and the perfect composition which represents the beauty 

and the diversity of Punjab. The natural light and shadow are used in the film to 

create the visual aesthetics which makes the film look more real and it gives a 

feeling of depth and authenticity to each scene. The photography of "Chamkila" can 

be the one capturing the busy streets of Punjab or the close moments between 

Chamkila and Amarjot. Thus, the cinematography of "Chamkila" will make the 

storytelling to a new height. 

 

Imtiaz Ali applies his own directorial style to "Chamkila," thus combining his 

signature emotion and visual poetry which in turn perfects the film. Chamkila the 

story of Ali, a filmmaker known for his ability to create engaging and relatable 

stories is an example. Ali is able to make the story Ruth feel real and authentic. Ali's 

directorial style is based on his focus on the details and his effort to portray the 

human experience in its entire complexity. He gives up the sensationalism to the 

narrative details that are more realistic and lets the characters and their 

relationships to be the focal point of the story. “Ishq Mitaye” song was perfectly 

shotThe shot where Chamkila is forbidden to smoke and he smokes in that very 

moment. Also the transition to the animation in that moment and several other 

moments were great. The POV of front seat of a car where people are gathered on 

the both sides of the car and step away as the car moves ahead. They really knocked 

it out of the park with costumes, set design, and body language of Amarjot Kaur and 

Chamkila and last but definitely not the least impressive, the lyrics, music, and the 

timing of the song “Vida Karo” was so beautiful making you feel like Chamkila is 

saying you all were correct and I was wrong. 

 

The Signs, Symbols and Metaphors in the film “Chamkila”: 

The signs, symbols, and metaphors in the film "Chamkila" are woven 

intricately throughout the narrative, adding layers of meaning and depth to the story 

of the legendary Punjabi singer. One prominent symbol in the film is the use of the 

stage as a metaphor for Chamkila's life journey. The stage represents not only his 

musical performances but also his struggles, triumphs, and the complexities of fame 

and fortune. The recurring motif of the dhol drum symbolizes the heartbeat of Punjab 

and the pulse of Chamkila's music. The dhol serves as a symbol of tradition, rhythm, 

and the cultural roots that anchor Chamkila amidst the changing tides of the music 

industry. Additionally, the juxtaposition of light and shadow in the film serves as a 

visual metaphor for the duality of Chamkila's persona - the light representing his 

charismatic stage presence and musical genius, while the shadow symbolizes the 

darker aspects of his life, including controversies and personal struggles. The use of 
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colors in the film also carries symbolic significance. The vibrant hues of traditional 

Punjabi attire symbolize Chamkila's connection to his heritage and the cultural 

richness of Punjab, while muted tones during somber moments reflect the 

melancholy and introspection in his life. Furthermore, the recurring imagery of birds 

in flight symbolizes freedom, transcendence, and the fleeting nature of fame and life 

itself. Chamkila's music becomes a metaphorical flight of the soul, soaring above 

earthly constraints and touching the hearts of listeners. Overall, the signs, symbols, 

and metaphors in "Chamkila" enrich the storytelling, convey deeper emotions and 

themes, and invite the audience to contemplate the complexities of Chamkila's life 

and legacy beyond the surface narrative. 

 

Makeup and Costume: 

In the film "Chamkila," the makeup and costumes play a significant role in 

capturing the essence of the characters and the time period in which the story is set. 

The makeup in "Chamkila" is designed to reflect the vibrant and expressive nature 

of Punjabi culture. The actors' makeup emphasizes bold colors, intricate designs, 

and attention to detail to bring out the essence of the characters. For Chamkila's 

character, the makeup artists might have focused on creating his iconic look, 

including his distinctive hairstyle, facial hair, and stage makeup that accentuates his 

features under the stage lights. The costumes in "Chamkila" are a visual feast, 

showcasing the colorful and rich traditional attire of Punjab. The characters are 

likely seen wearing traditional Punjabi clothing such as vibrant kurta-pajamas, 

colorful dupattas, and intricately embroidered jackets. The costumes not only reflect 

the cultural heritage of Punjab but also help in establishing the time period and 

setting of the film. Accessories: Accessories play a crucial role in completing the 

look of the characters in "Chamkila." Traditional Punjabi jewelry such as elaborate 

necklaces, earrings, bangles, and turbans are likely incorporated into the costumes 

to add authenticity and detail to the characters' appearance.  

 

Locale of the Film: 

The film "Chamkila" is set in the vibrant and culturally rich region of Punjab, 

India. Punjab, known as the land of five rivers, is famous for its lively music, colorful 

festivals, and warm hospitality. The film captures the essence of Punjab's rural and 

urban landscapes, showcasing the beauty of its lush fields, bustling markets, and 

traditional Punjabi architecture. The locale of the film plays a significant role in 

immersing the audience in the sights and sounds of Punjab. The film portrays the 

diversity and vibrancy of the region. The lush green fields, the lively bazaars filled 

with local produce, and the traditional Punjabi houses with their distinctive 

architecture all contribute to creating an authentic backdrop for the story of 

Chamkila. Moreover, Punjab's rich cultural heritage is prominently featured in the 
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film, with scenes depicting traditional Punjabi dances, vibrant festivals like Baisakhi, 

and the warm camaraderie of the Punjabi people. The film beautifully captures the 

spirit of Punjab through its music, dance, and traditions, providing a visual feast for 

the audience and enhancing the storytelling experience. The film's portrayal of 

Punjab transports the audience to this dynamic and colorful region, offering a 

glimpse into the heart and soul of Punjabi culture. 

 

Music and Soundtrack: 

The captivating soundtrack of "Chamkila" does justice to the musical heritage 

of Amar Singh Chamkila, an iconic Punjabi singer. This is because it contains a 

mixture of original compositions and remakes of some of Chamkila’s best hits that 

were all carefully crafted to bring out the Punjab feel in the 80s. 

 

The legendary A. R. Rahman the maestro of music has again spun his magic in 

the movie "Chamkila". His music not only captures the Punjab essence but also 

raises the narrative to a profound emotional level. The way Rahman combines the 

traditional Punjabi sounds with the modern ones is what makes the soundtrack a 

memorable one, and this is why the soundtrack is a unique and unforgettable 

experience. The composer's music in "Chamkila" is a proof of his genius, as he adds 

the depth and the soul to the story of the famous singer. 

  

Arijit Singh's soulful voice gives the song of "Chamkila a new life, his emotive 

singing seems to capture the highs and lows of Chamkila's turbulent life while 

touching deep with the audience. Arijit's subtle acting brings another depth of 

reality and emotion to the musical world of the film, and each track becomes an 

unforgettable and sentimental moment. The son's work on the soundtrack is a 

phenomenal tribute to Chamkila's legacy, demonstrating his versatility and 

emotional depth. 

  

Reinterpretation of Chamkila's Classic Hits: 

 

A project that has been given a lot of attention is the soundtrack, which is a 

reinterpretation of Chamkila's old hit songs that bring back the timeless favorites 

and still stick to the original essence of the songs. The tracks like "Pehle Lalkare 

Naal," "Takua Te Takua," or "Jatt Di Dushmani" are remade with a modern touch and 

create a new attitude to the music that attracts the people of the current timeTo sum it 

up, the music of "Chamkila" is not just a background but an important character in 

itself, which takes the story along and instills the film with an unstoppable 

excitement and the power of emotions that stays with you even long after the credits. 

Using the inspiring songs and the powerful words, the "Chamkila" soundtrack makes 
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sure that the name of the famous singer of the past will still be remembered by the 

people for many years to come. 

 

 Conclusion: 

To sum it up, the music of "Chamkila" is not just a background but an 

important character in itself, which takes the story along and instills the film with an 

unstoppable excitement and the power of emotions that stays with you even long 

after the credits. Using the inspiring songs and the powerful words, the "Chamkila" 

soundtrack makes sure that the name of the famous singer of the past will still be 

remembered by the people for many years to come. 

A really well made biopic about an artist who was a victim of cancel culture in the 

worst way. Imtiaz Ali tells the story of Amar Singh Chamkila, a musician who became 

the highest selling artist of Punjab by writing and performing vulgar songs. He was 

not the only one writing such songs, nor was his songs the most distasteful in the 

industry. But he was the one who gained the most popularity and so, had to suffer the 

consequences. And in telling this person's story, Ali doesn't take his side by 

justifying his lyrics. He doesn't make a hero out of Chamkila. He just presents him as 

he was an artist who created music according to the audience's taste and an ordinary 

person who did not have the luxury to think about rights and wrongs. He just 

produced what he saw and heard around him. Ali's choice of using animation, 

documentary styled storytelling, and real life footages make the film work quite 

well. Diljit Dosanjh and Parineeti Chopra do commendable works in portraying their 

characters. The decision of making them sing the songs is praiseworthy. Add to that 

the original music of AR Rahman, and lyrics penned by Irshad Kamil that capture the 

essence of the events and the Punjabi culture extremely well. The editing is some of 

the best you'll find in an Indian film. On a technical standpoint, this is one of the 

better biopics to come out of Bollywood. Imtiaz masterfully blends real life footage of 

Chamkila, Amarjot and their army of fans and the brilliantly performed scenes by 

Diljit and Parineeti to give us an insightful look into the life and songs of one of 

Punjab's most influential singers of all time. Imitiaz treats Chamkila AKA the Elvis of 

Punjab even better than how the OG Elvis has been chronicled in several biopic. 

Imtiaz's non linear storytelling and usage of DSP Dalbir Singh's POV is very effective 

in unveiling the character and story of Chamkila. Diljit is the perfect Chamkila.....in 

fact he is Chamkila. You can feel the admiration, love and respect that Diljit has for 

Chamkila. Parineeti unexpectedly gives her best performance till date as Chamkila's 

wife Amarjot. Diljit and Parineeti are not mimicking the lead characters or 

replicating real life footage but are the lead characters. Anurag Arora stands out 

among a pretty decent supporting cast. 
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