
Innovations, Number 68 March 2022 
 

393 www.journal-innovations.com 
 

 

 

 

A descriptive study to assess the knowledge on pneumonia among 

mothers at selected hospital, Puducherry 

Mrs. Revathy.V 1  , Dr. Sivapriya 2 , Dr. Nivedita 3 

1 Ph. D. Research scholar, Ranimeyammai college of nursing, chidamabaram, India 

2 Lecturer ,  Ranimeyammai college of nursing, chidamabaram, India 

3 Associate professor, Mother Theresa Post Graduate  & Research Institute of Health Sciences, 

Puducherry, India 

Corresponding author:  Mrs. Revathy.V 

 
Received: 28 February 2022   Accepted: 10 March 2022   Published: 31 March 2022    

 

Abstract 

Pneumonia is an infection that inflames the air sacs in one or both lungs. The air sacs may fill with fluid or 

pus (purulent material), causing cough with phlegm or pus, fever, chills, and Difficulty breathing. Pneumonia 

and other lower respiratory tract infections are the leading cause of death worldwide. Pneumonia affects 

children and families everywhere, but is most prevalent in south asia and sub-saharan africa. The study was 

undertaken with the objective to assess the  knowledge level of mothers  regarding pneumonia in children 

.Non- experimental descriptive research design was used to assess the knowledge level of mothers on 

pneumonia in children  by a structured questionnaire the findings of the present study concluded that 43 

(61.42%) of mothers have moderate knowledge regarding pneumonia in children, 17 (24.28%) have 

adequate knowledge whereas only 8 (11.42%) have inadequate knowledge regarding pneumonia in children
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Introduction 

Pneumonia is an infection that inflames the air sacs in one or both lungs. The air sacs may fill With fluid or 

pus (purulent material), causing cough with phlegm or pus, fever, chills, and Difficulty breathing. A 

variety of organisms, including bacteria, viruses and fungi, can cause Pneumonia. Pneumonia and other 

lower respiratory tract infections are the leading cause of Death worldwide. Pneumonia affects children 

and families everywhere, but is most prevalent In south asia and sub-saharan africa. 

A child dies of pneumonia every 39 seconds. Pneumonia kills more children than any other infectious 

disease, claiming the lives of over 800,000 children under five every year, or around 2,200 every day. This 

includes over 153,000 newborns . Almost all of these deaths are preventable. Globally, there are over 

1,400 cases of pneumonia per 100,000 children, or 1 case per 71 children every year, with the greatest 

incidence occurring in south asia (2,500 cases per 100,000 children) and west and central africa (1,620 

cases per 100,000 children).( UNICEF, April 2021) 
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Objectives 

To assess the existing level of knowledge regarding pneumonia in children among mothers. 

Research approach: quantitative research approach was adopted in this study 

Research design: non – experimental descriptive research design was used to explore the knowledge 

regarding  pneumonia in children  

Research variables: In this study the research variables was assessment of knowledge regarding 

pneumonia in children 

Research setting: the study was conducted at senthil women & child hospital, puducherry. 

Population:  in this study, population comprises of all mothers of children admitted in senthil women & 

child hospital, Puducherry. 

Sample: the samples for this study were mothers of children in the age group of 5-12 years  

Sample size: the sample size was 70 mothers of children. 

Sampling technique: purposive sampling technique was used for this study.  

Sampling criteria:  

Inclusion criteria: 

 Mothers of children in the age group of 5-12 years 

 Mothers of children who know to read and write tamil or english 

 Mothers who are willing to participate in the study 

Exclusion criteria: 

 Mothers of children who were sick at the time of data collection.  

 Mothers who are not willing to participate in this study 

 

Results 

Table:1 : frequency and percentage distribution of level of knowledge of mothers on pneumonia in 

children 

Level of knowledge Frequency (n) Percentage (%) 

Adequate 17 24.28 % 

Moderately adequate 43 61.42% 

Inadequate 08 11.42% 

 

The above table reveals that majority of samples 43 (61.42%) have moderate knowledge of 50 – 75%, 17 

(24.28%) have adequate knowledge of >75% and 8 (11.42%) have inadequate knowledge of <50%. 

Discussion 

Results highlights that among 70 samples, 43 (61.42%) of mothers have moderate knowledge regarding 

pneumonia in children, 17 (24.28%) have adequate knowledge whereas only 8 (11.42%) have inadequate 

knowledge regarding pneumonia in children. 
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Conclusion 

The study concluded that the knowledge regarding pneumonia in children is at adequate level (24.28%). 

To improve the awareness, many health education programmes can be conducted to impart knowledge to 

the mother on pneumonia in children. 

 

References  

1. Abdellah  , f.g & levine, “e. Better patient care through nursing research” ,3rd  edition the mac millan 

company newyork, 1965,pg no: 385. 

2. Anne mc murray , “community health nursing “ , 2nd edition , churchill livingstonenewyork ,1993, pg 

no: 214. 

3. Polit denise and hungler. Nursing research, principles and methods. 4th edition. Published by 

lippincott williams and wilkins, 2005. Pg.no: 133 – 134 

4. Kothari. Research methodology. 2nd edition. Philadelphia published by viswaprakashan 

publications. 1996. Pg.no: 96 – 98 

5.  campbell,h.,bypass,o.,and greenwood,b.m.(1988).simple clinical signs for the diagnosis of acute 

lower respiratory tract infection journal of lancet,ii,742-743, pneumonia.biomedcentral.com 

6.  rudan,l,tomaskonic,l,pinto –boschi c.,and campbell,h.(2004).global estimate of the incidence of 

clinical pneumonia among children under five years of age journal of bulletin world health 

organization, 895 -903 www.ncbi.nlm.nah.gov 

7. Wongs, testbook of peditaric nursing, 6th edition, pg.no:1002-1006 2. Nicki l. Potts, pediatric 

nursing caring for children and their families, international 3rd edition, pg. No: 461- 462  

8.  utpal kant singh, textbook of mother and child care, jaypee publishers, 2nd edition, pg.no:44-46 

9.  rachnakapoor, sheetalvyas. Awareness and knowledge of mothers regarding immunization. The 

journal of indian association of preventive and social medicine. 2010 december; vol 1: p: 12-15. 

10.  dannetun e, tegnell a, giesecke j. Parent's attitudes towards hepatitis b vaccination for their 

children. Journal of medicine. 2007 may; vol 7: p: 86-89 

 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nah.gov/

